
Brief Bio (about 50 words)

Cati Porter has been writing and publishing for three decades, including three books and six chapbooks, most recently The Body at a Loss (CavanKerry Press, 2019) and Novel (Bamboo Dart Press, 2022). She is executive director of Inlandia Institute. You can find her on the web at www.catiporter.com.

Longer Bio (about 100 words)

Cati Porter is the author of ten poetry collections, including The Body at a Loss (CavanKerry Press, 2019) and Novel (Bamboo Dart Press, 2022). Her poems and essays have been published in Rattle, Shark Reef, Salon, Zocalo Public Square, table//FEAST, Pratik, Autumn Sky Poetry Daily, Your Daily Poem, Writing in a Woman’s Voice, Hags on Fire, and elsewhere. She lives in Inland Southern California with her family where she runs Poemeleon: A Journal of Poetry and directs Inlandia Institute, a literary nonprofit. Find her on the web at www.catiporter.com.

Professional Bio

Cati Porter has been a leader in the nonprofit arts sector for more than ten years, and writing and publishing for three decades. She has a Masters in Fine Arts from Antioch University, Los Angeles, and is the author of ten collections of poetry. She lives in Inland Southern California with her family where she directs Inlandia Institute, a literary and cultural arts nonprofit serving the Inland Southern California region. 

Personal bio:

Cati Porter is a Southern California native. Born at Studebaker Hospital in Norwalk, she grew up in Cerritos and Bellflower, moved to Moreno Valley in her teens, and as a young adult bounced around the Inland Empire until she landed in Riverside in 1994. Her first exposure to real live poets (as opposed to the dead ones that are most commonly taught) was Jack Grapes through the California Poets in the Schools program. Through that program she learned the dying art of paste up, the power of Xerox, and a new word: “chapbook”. In high school she took her first creative writing class, thus solidifying her love for words and her resolve to continue her education. Then, she got married, had two kids, published her first book, and finally, when her kids were in grade school, she went back to earn her MFA in Poetry from Antioch University Los Angeles. In 2005 she founded Poemeleon: A Journal of Poetry. To date, she has published seven chapbooks, most recently, Slow Unraveling of Living Ghosts (with Johnny Bender) and the upcoming Novel as well as three full-length collections, including The Body at a Loss. She also manages a website about her grandfather, ceramist Brad Keeler (bradkeelerartwares.com) and writes the occasional essay, newspaper column, and magazine article. She is executive director of Inlandia Institute, a literary nonprofit serving Inland Southern California.

